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reflections in public on the actions of medical prac-
titioners and the procedutre adopted by tlhem. The law
ielatiDg to medical certificationi should be witllin the
kniowledge of every coroner, especially if, as in tllis case,
lie be a solicitor. It is the only excuse for appointing
lawyers to be coroners. It is (quite clear that in this
instance tllere was no necessity wlhatever for an inquest to
l]ave been lheld. There was, tlherefore, a waste of public
timiie and public luoney which, always in(defensible, is
particularly reprelhelnsible at tllis time.

Utebirai l Ib tefs ill ardittametntit.
The Discussion on the Budget.

THE Chancellor's proposals, wlicil were summarized in
oUEr isstue of Septemiber 25tl, were received as a wliole
withi general approval, buit in the course of tihe discussion
they were subjected to conisiderable criticism in matters of
d(etail, and soim-e of the poinits dealt withi in the debate
on thie resolutionis are of special initerest to the miledical
)L-Ofessioni.
Ilitlierto medical practitionerIs liave received a rebate

of one-lhalf of the existing, miotor spirit tax, and somle
interest lhas not unnaturally been slhown in tlio question as
to whletlher they are to receive aniy rebate in respect of
the increase propose(d in tlo rate of duty. The quLestioni
w.as raised cii a resolutioln ilmoved by a private imiember the
effect of wlliclh, if carried, would lhave been to restrict the
allovanlce to one-hlalf of tlle old petrol .duty. The Chan-
cellor adopted a strictly non-comimittal attitude on the
stibject, and moved that the Hlouse slhould negative tlhe
ZesolIntion, oni the ground that uniless this was donie the
(luestioln of tlhese abatemiients couild not be considered in
futture. The resolution was negatived accordingly, but it
is to be nioted that oni October 4tlh a deputation of tlle
Commll-iercial Motor Users'. Association was informed by
the Comlmissioner of 'Customis and Exciso tlhat Mr.
lehKenna had, after considerationi of the arguments

a(lvanced by the association, introduced into thle Finance
B3ill the necessary clause to secure a 50 per cent. irebate of
the new petrol tax to all commercial miotor users. who hlad
previouisly beeni exempt to the extent of lld. per gallon
whieni tIle full tax was 3d. per gallon.
T lle proposed iinport tax of 371 per cent. adZ valorent

dtity on motor cars, miiotor cycles, andcl parts thlereof, is to
bo subjected to extensive modifications. Mr. Louglh, in
opposing thiese taxes, said that of the motor cars inmported
into this couintry 65 per cent. were for thle purpose of
trade and thle var, and mlost of tihe-remaining 35 per ceit.
consisted of chieap cars used by doctors aud other profes-
sional men. Mr. McKenina defended the tax as being
advisable on several grounds in the special circumstances
of the presenlt m-omlient, but at the sam1ie tiii1e an1nounced
that lie was prepared to conce(le exeimption to "miiotor
vellicles, cha.ssis, and parts thlereof used exclusively for
tiade pur-poses.' He expressly refrainied fromii givinig a
more precise definitioln, but it will be noticed that in
any event lie does lnot seemii to be colmlimiitted to any
exemption of cars, etc., use(d solely for "professional"
purposes. On the othier hand, soine of hiis remarlks
in thlis connexion mialit lead to tIle belief thlat the
exemption im-ay be intended to apply to sucil cases,
inasmucil as lie initimated that onle of thie chiief pur-
poses of thle tax wvas "to limiit the imllport of an
auticle wliichl is extenisivelv used solely for purposes of
ltixury." This aspect of thle proposed imllport duties vas
later emliphasized bothi by the Prime M11inister and Mr.
l3onar Law. If these duties arc to be regarded iii some
miieasure as conistituting a suimiiptuary tax, anid traders are
accordingly to be relieved, it is difficult to conceive lhow
the relief can equitably be withilield from: professional
men.

1On the income tax resolution several protests were made
against applying the hialg rates of incomile tax to officers
ill thle army and navy. The extent of thle feeling on this
subject is shiown by thle fact that the protest was miade
by a Liberal member, was supported by a Unionlist, and
later by a Labour member, whio roundly declared thiat
it would be a mean thiing to tax the inicomues of young

officers in the new armiiies. Tlle Clhancellor said tlat if,
in view of the incidence of tle tax, the officer was in-
sufficiently paid, the relief ouglht niot to be bv way of
abatement of the incomue tax, but ouglht to be graded riglht
tlhrough the army. In the subsequent discussion reference
was made to the eniormotus numlber of officers wlho lhad
left professionial and business occupations, anid it waas
intimated that the question would again be raised wlhen
the Finanice Bill came before the House.
One member urged that tlhe law governing tlle income

tax ouglht to be made intelligible to lavmen. ilir. iMontagu,
speaking on belhalf of tile Governimient, explained that the
consolidation of the inicomiie-tax laws was alreadly pro-
ceeding; the Government, lhe said, was pledged to insti--
tute a Committee to examine inito existing inicome-tax
inequalities, and he suggested that the simplification andc
codification of the law would be better dealt witlh when
tllat Commlliittee lhad made its report.

It will be seen that at presenlt several matters of com-
siderable interest to tlim imiedical profession remain open
questiols. Only wlhen the .Finance Bill, based o0n the
resolutions now agreed to by the House, is publislhed will
it be possible to dleal more definitely witlh the considera-
tiols whllicll will arise.

Military Mental and Nervous Cases.-Mr. Tennant informed
Mr. Touclhe, on Septemiber 30tlh, that so lon)g as accoimmo-
dation was available hospital treatment was provided for
soldiers sufferincg fromii nerve disturbance and loss of
mental balance in the neurological sectikns of -tlle twenty-
tllree militarv hospitals of tlle United Kinlgdoim in. whlich
uncertifiable cases amongst tlle rankli and fil& were treate'd.
In reply to a fuktlher question by Mr. Touiclec on the samieo
day, Mr. Tennan't stated that Sprilngfield House Hospital,
Wdalndswvortl, to whi4ich uncertifiable cases of ~soldie0s
suffering fromii nierve distiurbance aiid loss of mliental.
balanec were sent, was a block of the MIiddlesex CouLity
Asylumii at Walidsworth, and was under the same mlanage-
miient as the rest of the instittutioni. Any civilian ad'mitted
to thle counity asyltiium would liave been certified as inisane.
Cases were not sent to Springfield House Hospital until
after a pei-iod of treatimient in tlie' neurological section of a
general lhospital.

Invalided from Navy.-Comnmiander Bellairs asked the First
Lord of the Admiralty, on Septemiber 30tlh, in view of thle
admitted facts in regard to thle case of Suraeon David
Vickery, wlio was invalided froin the navy on a miiistalen
diaginosis, whether lhe woould now commiunicate thie decisiou
of the Adimiiralty on his claim for the surgical and inedical
ex-pense in wlicil lie was inivolved, bearing in mind that
the grievance was of miially mointhis' standing. Dr.
Macnaimnara said that as an act of grace it hiad been
decided to make a grant of £20.

Hospital Ships at Gallipoli.-Mr. Tennanit stated, in reply
to Sir Henry Craik on Septeimber 30thi, that thle medical
arrangemenits for dealinig withi the sick and wounded at
Gallipoli were entirely in thle liands of the Royal Ariny'
Medical Corps. The transport of thle sick ancl wvounliided
involved the co-operation of thle naval authiorities, whio lhad
the control over the worlkingt of thle shiips, wllichl wvas exer-
cised thiroughi a naval lhospital transport officer. There
were fifty shlips regularly enigaged on this service; this
numuber, it was lhoped, would prove adequate, btit as an
emergency measure othier transports could be utilized in
akddition. In reply to a subsequent question, Mr. Tennant
said lie thiotighit lie was correct in sayinig thiat of the fifty
shlips referred to forty-naine were lhospital shlips.

Wounded Medical Officers and Rewards. -Mr. T. M.
Healy asked the Under Secretary of State for War, oa
Septemnber 21st, whiethier doctors Nvounded whlile attending(r
to soldiers under fire would receive, or were entitled to,
any special recognition for their bravery. Mr. Teninant
said that thle mere fact of being wounded while attending
to soldiers under fire did lnot entitle a luedical officer to
special recognitionl for braverly, but thlese officers received
full recognlition for valour shlowvn, thleir ca.ses being con-
sidered on thle samUe lines as thlose of othler officers. Anly
exceptionial circumistanices ^Xvould be givenl thleir proper
weighst.
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Medical Inspection of Scholars.-In replying to Mr. Peto,
on September 30th, Sir Jolin Sim'on said that the muedical
examination under tlhe Factory Acts was for the pturpose
of testing the fitness of the clhild for employment in a
articular factory, and imposincg any necessary conditions

as to the precise iind of enmployment... The requirement
applied to all persons under the age of 16, and tlle bulk of
the examinations took place after the cliid lhad left schlool.
rThle question of linking up this examination withl the
school medical inspection lhad not been overlooked, buit no
chlange in the requirenments of the Factory Acts could be
made witlhout an amendment of the Acts, and that couild
iot be undertaken at present.

*TIlE WAR.
TIIE FRENCH ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE

WOUNDED FROM RECENT ACTIONS.
As wenoted at the time, defects in the medical service of the
French army were recently made tlle occasion of a violent
attack on the Government tlhrouglh the Minister of War.
The spokesmen of the Government and of lthe Coulmittee
of Hygiene, while admitting that last year defective
organization led to many delays and mistakes, alleged that
matters lhad been put into order. This assertion lhas been
tested during tlhe last fortnigbt, and the results have
justified it. M. J. Godart, the new Under Secretary of
State for War charged with tlhe supervision of the medical
arrangenments, las been to watch_the work of evacuating
the wounded from the front in Champagne and Artois, and
lhas given Le JAurnal an account of Ihis observations.

*The medical service had, M. Godart said, two problems
to solvet first, to transport the vwounded rapidly, and,
secondly, to distribute them suitably. The number of
automobiles actually in tlh field lhas been increased,
and they go up as far as the poste de secom-8 when-
ev-er that is possible. They worlked without stopping
day or night, so that the time a wounded man was
left on tlhe field was reduced to a minimtum, The
ambulances from the first line to the railway stations
arc -worked in the same way. By an. arrangement witlh
thc railway companies the spd of the ambulance trains
lias been increased to from 30 to 45 kilometres (18 to
27 miles) an lhour. The trains are heated and ventilated,
anid are not kept waiting more than an hour in the railway
stations. They are completely disinfected after each
journey. The distribution of tlle wonnded has been
arranged by regions, and the number of wounded eacl
region can receive is known. Eaclh region lhas a distribut-
inig railway station with an experienced surgeon in charge.
When the wounded arrive they bear labels indicating the
nature and gravity of the wound; tlle surgeon in charge of
the clistribtuting railway station knowvs- the- surgical re-
sources of *his region, and therefore where to -send the
wounded. At each such. station there is ai ambulance
where urgent operations can be performed. Before hiis
arrival each wounded mian has, as. a matter of routine,
received an antitetanic- injection. The general result of
these arTangements has been that the wounded sent to
Brittany arrived there twonty-four hours after receiving
tlheir wounds, in Paris within fourteen liours, and at
Folltainebleau witbin sixteen honrs. The longest period-
before a wounded mau had reaclhed the hospital to wlhich
lie was assigned was thirty hours.
The automobile surgical ambulances had been so far

useful that a considerable number of operations had been
performed in them under excellent conditions, but on the
wlhole, as at present organiized, their position was found to
be ill defined. If thley are allowed to be too mobile they
are not able to do enouglh, and if stationary they really
duplicate the stationary ambulances. They ouglht, in
M. Godart's opinion, to be replaced bv operating and
sterilizing cars witlhout anv surgical personnel, wihich
could be sent to ease points at wlhich there was special
pressure. The radiological cars had worked perfectly, and
liad rendered it possible to make rapid diagnoses -and to
n(dertake early operations, whiclh lhad been greatly to the

advantage of a number of wounded men.
The means taken for preventing tlle effects of poisonous

gases. had been satisfactory, as was proved by tlle fa.ct
that very few cases had occurred in spite of the enormoius
quantity of thlose gases employed by the Germans. Thle
soldiers could be well protected by masks and lhelmets, but
in the excitement of an assault it was very difficult to get
them to wear them. Nevertlheless, during. these particular
operations the mea got tlhrouglh the poisonous zone so
quickly tllat tlley did not suffer. The Britislh masks and
helmets hlave also, we understand, proved verv efficienut,
and are, adapted to neutralize gases tlle Germans are
known to lhave employed, or are suLspected of proposinig to
employ.
M. Godart said that the new metal skull-cap lhad proved

useful, and lhad prevented a considerable number of
wounds; shrapnel btullets did not penetrate it. Sinilar
metal caps, have, we believe, been issuied to tlle Britisl,
and probably we are as muclh indebted to thle Frencih il
tllis respect as they are to us with regard to the gas
lhelmets.

The1 general sanitary condition was good; tetanus lhad
very nearly disappeared and gas gangrene lhad g-eatly
dimiinished. Tlle serum of Leclainclhe and Valle lhad
given good results. The general sanitary state of the
troops 'was good; thtis was due to the strict orders given
by General Joffre witlh regard to the removal and incinera-
tion of refuse in the camps and the disinfection of places,
and as to the war against flies. Soldiers in camps were
not allowed to lie directly on the ground, but wero
provided witli Wicker hurdles to sleep on. Tlle senioL
medical officers of regiments were instructed to come to
an understanding witlh tlle municipalities with regard to
tlle strict scavenging of towns, aiid the regiments -%vero
also provided with laundry carts in which linen could be
waslhed and dried. The result was that the murderous
epidemics of previous wars were unknown.
M. Godart concluded as follows: " Tlhings are, it is true,

not yet perfect. Our task is lheavy. This is as true for
the hlealtlh service of tlle army as for the manufactuLre of
guns and munitions. Our labouir never ends, but we aro
putting all our energy into it. Tlhe prime riglht of tlho
soldier who lhas slhed hiis blood on the field of battle is to
be well treated and quickly treated."
We are enabled by the kindness of a correspondent to

reproduce here a diagrammatic form used by Dr. Baradat
in one of the regions-tlhe region of Privas, the chief town
of the Department of the Ardkche, which borders tle
Rlone below Lyons on the western side. With this
diagram properly filled up the medical officer in cla-ege of
the distributing railway station at Lyons knows lhow iiiany
beds are available in each town, anid Dr. Baradat, wlho is
the responsible officer at Privas, the centre !of the region,
knows in what hospitals the men are, hiow many are in
the convalescent depot at Privas, and how.they have been
disposed of when they leave tllat- institution. As will be
seen, the number of beds and formations varies very muchl
in the different towns according to the facilities, incluiding
in particular the nunmber and size of suitable buildings,
available. At Annonay there are eiglht formations with,
511 beds; at Aubenas-Vals there are six formnations with
356 beds; at Privas, the county town, five formations; with
376 beds. It wouild, of course, make the work very much
simpler to lhave all the mien in one big building -one
formation-but this is seldom possible. Tlhe difficulty
exists also in tllis cotuntry, and was illustrated by tlho
case of Manchester, mentioned last week, where the 3,000
beds available had to be distributed tllrouglh twenty-two
different buildings. ..
The British system for distribu-ting wounded men to

lhospitals at home, which has beon at work for the last
year, resembles that described above as now organized in
France, but owing to tlle sea transit it is ratlher more com-
plicated. The worlk of distribution lhas to be done twice,
first at a point on the lines of communication from the
front, where the officer in clharge lhas a daily statemient
showing the number of beds vacant in France, and tlhe
numnber of lhospital shlips available; -with this in his lhand
lie has to decide whether a man shall be sent to a Britislh
hospital in France, and if so wlichl, or sent lhome direct,
and in making hiis decision lie must lhave rgaard to thle
man's condition and the nature of hlis wround. Thle secondl
sorting takies place at the hlome port of disembarkationl,
whlere information in tabullarw formn, but similar to thlat
in Dr. Baradat's diag,raml, is in thle hlands of the officer


